
 

 

 

 

The Columbia Threadneedle Prize shortlist announced 

 

 
                   The Co.Op Rothko by Paul Ashurst, 2015 

 
 Winner announced: Tuesday 2 February 2016 

 

 London exhibition opens: Wednesday 3 February - Saturday 20 February 2016 
Mall Galleries, The Mall (near Trafalgar Square) London SW1 

 

 Florence exhibition opens: Monday 27 June - Sunday 24 July 2016 
Palazzo Strozzi, Florence, Italy 

 
London, 8 December 2015: The Columbia Threadneedle Prize, Europe’s leading open 

competition for figurative and representational art, is delighted to announce the six artists and their 

works that have been shortlisted for the 2016 Prize.  

 

Selected from 3,828 entries submitted by 1,973 artists from 29 European countries, the six finalists 

in line for the £20,000 Prize will all exhibit at Mall Galleries, London in February before their work 

along with a selection from the exhibition travels to the Palazzo Strozzi in Florence in an 

unprecedented exchange. The winner will also receive a solo exhibition for a wider body of work at 

Mall Galleries in 2016. 

 

The shortlisted artists are Peter Clossick (67), Lewis Hazelwood-Horner (23), Nicholas Holmes 

(71), J. Carlos Naranjo (32), Laura Smith (34) and Chris Thomas (68). 

 

The shortlist were selected by the following distinguished panel: 

 



 Emma Crichton-Miller, columnist for Apollo magazine, freelance journalist for Financial 

Times, FT  How to Spend It, The Wall Street Journal Europe and the RA Magazine 

 David Dawson, artist, writer and photographer 

 Dr Arturo Galansino, Director General at Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi 

 Tim Knox, Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 

 Lewis McNaught (Selection Panel Chair), Director of Mall Galleries.  

 

Selection panellist Tim Knox said, ‘‘I was really impressed with the range, the invention and the 

commitment of the artists to produce really quite ambitious works. We have seen works of art of 

every shape, size and medium: some striking and some thought provoking. The Prize attests to the 

strength, vibrancy and liveliness of representational art today.” 

 

Lewis McNaught, Chair of the Selection Panel and Director of Mall Galleries said, “To win the 

Columbia Threadneedle Prize is life changing for an artist, it offers the chance to be seen by critics, 

dealers, collectors and the media. It puts an artist’s work on a platform where it can be admired 

across the whole of Continental Europe.” 

 

The 2016 Columbia Threadneedle Prize winner will be announced at a Gala Awards Dinner at the 

Mall Galleries in London on 2 February 2016. Visitors to the London exhibition will also decide the 

Visitors’ Choice Award, worth £10,000. 

 

The Columbia Threadneedle Prize is supported by Columbia Threadneedle Foundation, the 

charitable foundation of global investment manager Columbia Threadneedle Investments. 

Columbia Threadneedle has funded the Prize since its inception, demonstrating the firm’s long-

term commitment to supporting the arts. 

 

The 2016 shortlisted artists are:   

 

Peter Clossick 

Summer Solstice. Oil on canvas 

Peter Clossick, 67, is an artist, painter, living in London who is interested in people, their lives and 

his connection to them through the painting process. Summer Solstice is a view from his studio 

which looks onto his back garden and a swing built for his three year old grandson. Clossick 

trained at Leicester College, Camberwell College of Art and Goldsmiths’ College and is a leading 

member of the New English Art Club.  

 

Lewis Hazelwood-Horner 

Salt in Tea, 2015. Oil on canvas 

Lewis Hazelwood-Horner, 23, grew up and lives in Enfield. He attended the Byam Shaw School of 

Art (2010-11) and The London Atelier for Representation Art (2012-14.)   Salt in Tea comes about 

from a two year artist residency project at the bespoke umbrella and walking stick manufacturer 

James Smith & Sons, London. This painting shows the craftsmen at work in their workshop. The 

title refers to when the craftsmen jokingly put salt in one another’s tea. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicholas Holmes 

Winston Field, 2015. Acrylic on paper 

Winston Field is part of a larger series of collages comprised of fictional characters Seeing is 

Believing, which melds together aesthetics from both the nineteenth and twentieth century. It is 

inspired by the writing of authors such as V.S. Naipaul, William Faulkner, and George Orwell. 

Holmes trained at the Winchester School of Art and earned a Masters in Art from Sunderland 

University in 2003. Holmes is 71 years old and lives in Herefordshire. 

 

J. Carlos Naranjo 

El Mameluco (After the Battle), 2015. Oil on canvas 

J. Carlos Naranjo, 32, lives and works in London after moving from Spain in 2014. He studied at 

the University of Fine Arts in Seville, earning both a Bachelors and Masters in Fine Arts. His 

shortlisted work, El Mameluco (After the Battle), is inspired by Goya’s, El dos de mayo de 1808 en 

Madrid although in contrast to Goya’s brutal scene, Naranjo depicts a calm starlit night.  

 

Laura Smith 

Shells, 2015. Oil on canvas 

Laura Smith, 34, is based in London, where she studied at Slade School of Fine Art for her 

Bachelors in 2003 and her Masters in 2012. Her work Shells positions itself near the edge of still 

life painting, approaching abstraction. She is interested in dissolving our familiarity with everyday 

objects. Shells is a recent painting where the field of vision has expanded to include several 

objects, populating an ambiguous space. Smith was shortlisted for the Columbia Threadneedle 

Prize in 2011. 

 

Chris Thomas 

Sheep with their lambs, 2014. Oil on canvas 

Chris Thomas, 68, lives and works in Cornwall, which inspired his work. Sheep with their lambs 

depicts the farmland surrounding his home in a remote part of North Cornwall. The painting 

captures a transient moment when a group of sheep are with their lambs before they are taken for 

slaughter. Thomas studied Fine Art at Reading University from 1965 -1969. 

 
For more information, please visit www.columbiathreadneedleprize.com  
 

Ends 
 
For images, further press information and access to radio and film broadcast materials 

please contact: 

 

Merrie Ashton, Brunswick Arts  

T: 020 7396 5339  

E: Threadneedleprize@brunswickgroup.com  

Liberty Rowley, Mall Galleries 

T: 020 7930 6844  

E: threadneedleprize@mallgalleries.com  

 

Notes to Editors 

Established in 2008, the number of entries for The Columbia Threadneedle Prize (formerly The 

Threadneedle Prize) continues to increase as the Prize gains momentum. In 2014 the Prize 

attracted 3,725 entries from 1,931 artists, with 64 works making the final exhibition at Mall Galleries 

in Central London. The Columbia Threadneedle Prize encourages debate about the growing 

http://www.columbiathreadneedleartprize.com/
mailto:Threadneedleprize@brunswickgroup.com
mailto:threadneedleprize@mallgalleries.com


relevance of figurative and representational art by hosting visitor events throughout the three-week 

exhibition in London. See www.columbiathreadneedleprize.com   

 

About Mall Galleries 

Mall Galleries is a major contemporary gallery space in the heart of Central London, and is a 

national focal point for contemporary figurative art. This year's Columbia Threadneedle Prize takes 

place directly following a major refurbishment of the Galleries' principal exhibition space, lending 

new authority to the Prize and the work of exhibiting artists. For over 40 years Mall Galleries has 

played a crucial role in diversifying the practice of figurative art, exploring its boundaries while 

inspiring and educating audiences with new exhibitions and interpretations of the contemporary 

world. See www.mallgalleries.org.uk  

 

About Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi 

Established in July 2006, the Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi marks a significant break in the way 

cultural institutions have been run in Italy. It is an independent public-private foundation guided by 

an autonomous Board of Directors appointed by its founding partners. The challenge facing the 

Fondazione from the outset has been to bring international quality exhibitions and cultural events 

to Florence and Tuscany, and to “give the Palazzo back to the city and the region.” 

 

Arturo Galansino, Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi Director General 

After almost 10 years abroad, in March 2015, Arturo Galansino, aged 38, returned to Italy to take 

up his post as Director General of the Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi in Florence. His impressive 

career has already taken him to the Musée du Louvre in Paris and the National Gallery and Royal 

Academy of Arts in London. Mr. Galansino was educated in Milan and subsequently in Turin, 

where he gained a research doctorate in Art History and Criticism. 

 

Columbia Threadneedle Foundation 

Columbia Threadneedle Foundation is committed to investing in the community through 

partnerships that create positive social impact. We focus on charities that use education, art and 

sport to engender lasting social change. Common threads we look for in our programmes and 

charity partners include the ability to build skills and confidence, challenge perspectives and 

broaden horizons. We believe that a vibrant arts sector brings a wide range of social, cultural and 

economic benefits. For more than 10 years, Columbia Threadneedle has been a major supporter 

of the arts in the UK through partnerships that span visual arts, art as therapy and art-based 

education programmes for diverse groups and communities from London and around the UK. 

 

About Columbia Threadneedle Investments  

Columbia Threadneedle Investments is a leading global asset management group that provides a 

broad range of actively managed investment strategies and solutions for individual, institutional 

and corporate clients around the world. With more than 2000 people including over 450 investment 

professionals based in North America, Europe and Asia, we manage £311 billion1 of assets across 

developed and emerging market equities, fixed income, asset allocation solutions and alternatives. 

Columbia Threadneedle Investments is the global asset management group of Ameriprise 

Financial, Inc., a leading US-based financial services provider. As part of Ameriprise, we are 

supported by a large and well-capitalised diversified financial services firm.  

 

http://www.columbiathreadneedleprize.com/
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In March this year Threadneedle Investments rebranded as Columbia Threadneedle Investments 

to represent the combined capabilities, reach and resource of Threadneedle and its US-based 

affiliate Columbia Management. 

 

See www.columbiathreadneedle.com    
 

All figures as at 30 September 2015. Columbia Threadneedle Investments is the global brand name of the Columbia and 

Threadneedle group of companies.  1. Source: Ameriprise Financial Q3 2015 earnings release. Past performance is not 

a guide to future performance. The value of investments and any income is not guaranteed and can go down as well as 

up and may be affected by exchange rate fluctuations. This means that an investor may not get back the amount 

invested. This material is for information only and does not constitute an offer or solicitation of an order to buy or sell any 

securities or other financial instruments, or to provide investment advice or services. 

 

Issued by Threadneedle Asset Management Limited. Registered in England and Wales, Registered No. 573204, Cannon 

Place, 78 Cannon Street, London EC4N 6AG, United Kingdom. Authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial 

Conduct Authority. 
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